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Abstract

Article describes the NA2 (Dissemination and Outreach) activities of the EGEE project in Russia. It contains the information about NA2, its main goals in Russia, and some examples. The first major Grid conference in Russia was organized in Dubna; a number of Grid-related Web sites has been set up; all the project documentation and related press-release, articles and books have been translated into Russian. Several articles have been published in Russian technical and popular journals. RDIG/NA2 members took part in more than 70 workshops and conferences, presenting EGEE goals and objectives. Another important activity was teaching: Grid lectures and courses have been given in a number of Russian Universities.

Dissemination of Grid knowledge and activities to reach out to the researchers in Russia are conducted mostly in the framework of the European Union project “Enabling Grid for E-science” (EGEE) [1]. Dissemination and Outreach is one of the key areas of the EGEE project. In order for the project to succeed, it is vital to proactively raise awareness of EGEE, attract interest and ultimately participation in the project from the academic community, business and government. NA2 is the area of the project, dedicated to these activities. 

The main objectives of NA2 can be outlined as follows [2]:

· To raise awareness of the benefits of the EGEE grid to new user communities ensuring an appropriate message is delivered to each of them;

· Ensure that new user communities know where and how to get involved in the project so they can be converted to real users;

· Ensure the information tools needed for each target audience are available to support the growth of many, varied, individual user communities;

· To identify and target new user community audiences and applications. The challenge is to reach new communities, such as new research disciplines, new industrial and commercial groups and branches of government.  

The Russian Federation dissemination and outreach NA2 group has been established with participants from all the Russian Data Intensive Grid (RDIG) Consortium partners. This Consortium is the Russian federation of the EGEE. Objective for Russian activity in NA2 is the following: to identify key audiences, actively promote and raise awareness of the EGEE project through clear, consistent and timely communications [3].

RDIG/EGEE Consortium undertakes the following dissemination activities:

IHEP (Institute of High Energy Physics, Protvino) – dissemination of EGEE results at scientific institutions of Ministry of Atomic Energy of Russian Federation;  

ITEP (Institute of Theoretical and Experimental Physics, Moscow) – partner for dissemination at scientific institutions of Ministry for Atomic Energy of Russian Federation; organization of showcases and presentations;  

IMPB RAS (Institute of Mathematical Problems of Biology of Russian Academy of Sciences, Puschino) – operation of the dissemination Web site based on the existing Joint Center for Computational Biology and Bioinformatics. Involving other biological institutions in the EGEE-RDIG infrastructure;  

KIAM RAS (Keldysh Institute of Applied Mathematics of Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow) – leading partner for dissemination in the field of Computer Science and Applied Mathematics. Preparation of introductory and advanced documentation on architecture, common services and other basic Grid services. Translation of basic Grid technologies papers into Russian.  

PNPI (St.Petersburg Nuclear Physics Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences, Gatchina) – dissemination in St.Petersburg region, organization of presentations and showcases; 

RRC KI (Russian Research Centre "Kurchatov Institute", Moscow) – operates the dissemination Web site in nuclear physics and energy research in Russia, 
organizes presentations and showcases;  

JINR (Joint Institute for Nuclear Research, Dubna) – leading partner for CIS research centers involvement in the EGEE activities; operates the corresponding dissemination Web site, organizes presentations and showcases. Organizes RDIG-EGEE meetings and conferences on distributed computing in science and education in Russia and CIS countries;  

SINP MSU (Skobeltsyn Institute of Nuclear Physics of Moscow State University) – dissemination and outreach for Higher Education; organizes RDIG-EGEE management meetings and conferences. 

There are following measures of success of NA2 activities, officially reported on a monthly basis:

· Media Coverage (any media cuttings);

· Number of news releases issued and in what languages; 

· Events where EGEE has been promoted with material (including date, name of event, country, number of attendees and what material); 
· Events where EGEE has been presented (including date, name of event, country, name of person(s) presenting and number of attendees);
· Number of contacts made via these events (including names, country and job titles if known);

· Number of own language websites and number of hits on those websites for each month of the project so far; 

· Number of individuals registering/asking to receive more information about EGEE (indicating names, countries and job titles);
· Number of information sheets issued and in what languages. 


In 2004-2005, RDIG/NA2 achieved a substantial progress. The EGEE/RDIG Web portal http://www.egee-rdig.ru with the set of utilities for efficient handling of current information has been set up [4]. This portal is the main RDIG portal. All partners’ Web sites (http://egee.itep.ru,http://www.jcbi.ru/prez/egee.shtml,http://www.grid.kiae.ru,http://egee. sinp.msu.ru, http://www.gridclub.ru, http://www.ihep.su/egee, http://www.impb.ru/egee, http://egee.pnpi.nw.ru, http://rdig-registrar.sinp.msu.ru) are created with dissemination and technical material. Quite remarkable is introduction of the http://www.gridclub.ru. Web-site about Grid technologies, set up by KIAM RAS. Site language is Russian, with some materials in English. The site includes dissemination materials on Grid technologies, projects and middleware. Special pages are dedicated to EGEE, RDIG and LCG. Up to date more than 45 pages have been prepared, 28 from which are about EGEE and RDIG.  


The RDIG team translate the EGEE newsletters written centrally (and EGEE Industry Forum newsletters) and distribute them locally which can be viewed here: http://www.gridclub.ru/projects/egee/egee_nl/. Also prepared was posters (with the EGEE logo) which are distributed at some of the events they attend. The following papers about Grids were translated into Russian which are available at: www.gridclub.ru:

1. "What is the Grid?" (from Grid Café: http://www.gridclub.ru/gridcafe);

2. "What is the Grid? A Three Point Checklist" (by Ian Foster

http://www.gridclub.ru/library/publication.2004-11-29.5830756248/view);

3. "The Anatomy of the Grid: Enabling Scalable Virtual Organisations" (by I.Foster, C.Kesselman, and S.Tueke:

http://www.gridclub.ru/library/publication.2004-11-29.7104738919);

4. "The Physiology of the Grid: An Open Grid Services Architecture for Distributed Systems Integration" (by I.Foster, C.Kesselman, J.Nick and S.Tueke: http://www.gridclub.ru/library/publication.2004-11-29.8307957187);

5. “Understanding WSRF, Part 1”, B. Sundaram, http://www.gridclub.ru/library/publication.2005-10-17.1342842216. 

The table below shows last three month average number of hits/unique visitors on RDIG NA2 websites 

	Website
	Owner
	Hits/unique visitors

	http://www.egee-rdig.ru
	JINR, Dubna
	12883 / 623

	http://egee.sinp.msu.ru
	SINP MSU, Moscow 
	14807 / 1810

	http://www.gridclub.ru
	KIAM RAS, Moscow
	5000 / 530

	http://www.ihep.su/egee
	IHEP, Protvino 
	1690/680

	http://www.jcbi.ru/prez/egee.shtml and www.impb.ru/egee
	IMPB RAS, Puschino
	1189/722

11369/4588

	http://egee.itep.ru
	ITEP, Moscow 
	3998/403

	http://egee.pnpi.nw.ru
	PNPI, Gatchina
	2215 / 253


The first major Grid conference in Russia “Distributed computing and Grid-technologies in science and education” was organized in Dubna, from 29 June to 2 July, 2004. Conference was hosted by Joint Institute for Nuclear Research and attracted more than       200 participants from Russia, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Slovakia, Armenia, Germany, Czech Republic and Belarus. Russian attendees represented 29 Universities and research institutes. 13 reports have been presented on this conference by Russian EGEE group members. Proceedings of the Conference were published (JINR, D11-2004-205).

All the project documentation including 17 information sheets and related            press-releases, articles and books have been translated into Russian. Several articles have been published in Russian technical and popular journals. Two RDIG Press releases were prepared and were presented in Russian mass-media, such as journals “Nauka & Zhizn (Science & Life)”, “Poisk”, “Open Systems”, “Computer World”. Number of articles was presented by RDIG team in journals “Vokrug Sveta”, “Open Systems”. 32 media cuttings have been generated by the Russian Federation. 
There have been a large number of events where EGEE was presented the              NA2 partners (and beyond). RDIG members took part in more than 71 workshops, conferences, and trainings presenting EGEE goals and objectives. 

Another important activity is teaching: Grid lectures and courses have been given in a number of Russian Universities: the Moscow State  University; the Dubna University; the  JINR University Centre; the St. Petersburg University; the Voronezh University.

1. 
Taking into account experience gained during the first stage of the project and considering that specifics of Grid knowledge spreading in Russia and the CIS countries require not only Russian translation of the EGEE press releases and information sheets, but also of the reviews, articles, manuals, etc., the Russian Data Intensive Grid (RDIG) Consortium, as an EGEE-II federation, will direct the dissemination activity to enroll and support new user communities. The dissemination of the basic knowledge on Grid concepts and underlying technologies appear to be one of the major tasks in achieving this aim. Also, the materials on Grid middleware capabilities and the new potential, which EGEE-II offers for scientific researches, will be in the scope of the work. The proposed dissemination activity will be done with the aid of friendly press, RDIG web-portal and the Russian Grid Club Web site. To perform these tasks, the main activities are:

2. Operate the bilingual dissemination Web portal http://egee-rdig.ru; 

3. Support the Russian Grid Club Web site http://www.gridclub.ru/ for the dissemination of the basic knowledge on Grid concepts and underlying technologies;

4. Organize presentations and showcases for CIS countries and Russian meetings and conferences on Grid computing in science, education and industry;

5. Prepare and disseminate materials about Grid and EGEE infrastructure for the industrial partners in Russian.
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